
A Detailed Seismic Assessment (DSA), commissioned by HBDHB of the AAU/Pharmacy/Library 
and Education Centre building, prior to work beginning on building the extension to laboratories 
service has deemed it might be declared earthquake-prone under the Building Act 2004 (section 
124). This is one of many such buildings across New Zealand.

If it is HDBHB will have 7.5 years to bring this building up to standard. The DHB would also normally 
peer review this report. However rather than waiting strengthening work will begin within a few 
weeks in the roof of the building, above the breakout rooms in the Education Centre.

Is the whole building affected?
The only part of the building affected will be the breakout rooms in the Education Centre, during 
the strengthening work.

Are AAU/Pharmacy/ Library and Education Centre dangerous?
No. If it were deemed dangerous we would not be allowed to occupy it. For a building to be 
dangerous under the Building Act (section 124) there needs to be an imminent danger to 
occupants. It is a different test to being earthquake-prone.

What is the DHB doing to fix the problem?
Work will begin within the next two/three weeks to strengthen the building. There are already 
contractors on site undertaking some preliminary work. 

Is it safe for me to keep working in this building and have patients in the 
observation area?
The safety of the building hasn’t changed since yesterday. There is no imminent danger to anyone 
to continue to occupy this building. If you have any concerns about your work environment, please 
talk to your manager in the first instance.

Health and Safety advisors have also reviewed the rooms to make sure internal shelving, filing 
cabinets and or any other workplace material was earthquake safe.

Where can I find out more?
- There is lots more additional information on the DHB’s Our Hub. 
- For seismic assessment summaries of all other Hawke’s Bay hospital sites, please see the links 

on Our Hub. 

Are other hospital buildings dangerous?
No other occupied buildings on the Hawke’s Bay hospital site are identified as below the 33% new 
building standard and all meet the new assessment guidelines for either low or moderate risk 
structures. 
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